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term I rae.her seeing a particu.larly ou'tstanding show on W1IF'1'

which I thooght really dealt with an important laBue in the

ca.mw:a.ity, that of abortion end teea pregnancy. 'l'he prograJI

ff!atured the director of the PregnuC7 Center. Jane Morrison. who

discussed the prahl_ ~aced. by young pregnant ~. She also

told about the resource. available in tJ:Le cm.un1ty for young WOllen

who wish to keep their babies. including a new progr8ll in which

yeung lIfOIIaeQ who do not went t.o have an abortion can be placed in

the home of a family who will su.pport bel' throogh bel' pregnancy~

the infancy of the child. and pay her _cUcal bills. This program

underlines one difference batween WHPT programaing and progr_ing

on other TV stations. on other statiODB the progriIUD would have

featured a 4ebate about eborti.on, or provided iDforJlUltion about the

problem of teenage pregnancy. WBn'a eJaPhaa111 is on the solution

to the problem, and on identifying s~. to go to for belp if_you
/ .....-..--- -

have that problem. Other stations shoW tbat thQre ara poople wbo

need help. WHFl' tells you Ifhare you caD go in Dade County for help.

8. I watch wan I .. local P'l'L program on a regular buJis, and

the shtM is allQOst alwe.ys about a proble. that .aaecme 18 trying to

aake into a poaitive. Especiall)" with divisive issues such e..

conflict. between races and ethnic groups in South Florida, the

boats aDA1 guests on WItFT· IS local progrillMling are always tzying to

brinQ peace and U1"1ity to i:ba ea-tmity through prayer, and are

appealing fox unity and XGaBon instead of anger and division. In

1991 a fire started in the pracloalDBDtly Puarto-R1cl!m section C1088

to Overlown. and rioting' started. PTL's host at tbat ti_. an

- 4 -



AUG 04'93 B6: iSPI'! MAY & DUNNE P.7/9

I.fr1caD-~r1eanpastor named Harold Ray, focuaecl his guEtets on the

problems of the area, and·constantly ezhorted people to put uide

their anger and deal with the CQ•• ~1ty's prohle.s in a

constructive and peaceful way. 'rbe section quieted down pretty

quickly, and I don r t tno. if the PTL prograa bad anyt.hing to 40

wlth i"t. but anyone who wstcbad tbe prograa couldn't help but be

IIOved by Mr. Ray's appeals.

9 . 1 have three children, ages 9 I 5 UCl 16 IIOntb8. '1"110 of

my daughters watched televi-slon during the license -tera, and I
....

watched some progr~1agwith tlWa. WfIllT· 8 cbi Idren' 8 progr_ing

was O\ltataD41ng. Both IQ" daughters watched and enjoyed -The

Filling Station, II a program for YDUDger kida, which used biblical

scriptures to teach children about the alphabet, and about COlors

and nuabers. The &how also teaches cb114r:en about 'tba moral leaaons

iPld the lessons about the! r behavior that can be leamad froa the

Bible. M:J' older daugher 1Iatc::h.ed and enjoyed ·Circle Square,· a

prograJl\ that again taacbea about the Bible but Btreaaes aore

geography t~ p:rogr8IIUI for younger children. 'fhe aAow also teaches

.:lral values and lessons about h.umsn relationship... auch u bow to

deal with a friend with _.. the child hes had an argull8l1t, bow to

deal with confl iet with sibl ings, and o"ther relational probl....

Both IIY daugbters also wa-tehBd BUd enjoyed ·OUigley Village,· a

ahow that, because 1t uses pupPetS a greet d_1, re-inds ae of

"688_ Street. If once again the progr_ teaches children about

let'teX's. nuaabers antS colors, bot it a1.0 teaches aaoral values. 'lhe

prograa eee-s geared. toward chi Idren frau 4 to 7.

- 5 -
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10. WHFT has a reputation as a good Chrls~iaD statiOD. and is

one that iB well ;r:eepeeted in the c..-unity. MiUli 18 a divided

caailUDli1:y, and has many tensions and is largely polariZed. WHFT

helps to unify the COJ11Dlunity bece.Qse the people wbo appear on its

progrBaa and who host its prograas are froa 4iff.rant racial and

ethnic backgrounds. Often you wi11 see a prograa with an Afr1ean

....r1can ho8t and Hispanic and Anglo guasts discussing a p:roblea of

~n to the 'Whole c:o.-unity. That unity is :o.o't 80118th1ng tha't 1.

oft_ Been in the South Florida area, but it is otten faa'tUre4 on

WHn.

- 6 -
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8UPPOIft'IM: DRCI,"'~ItW

1, David Vega .. hereby de.claxe UI1dar"penalty of perjury of the laws

ot 'the St:at. of Florida and tbe united States of Americ. the.t the

torgoing -Declaration of David vega.. n consisting of six (6) pages,

18 'true aDd correct to the bes1: of my kllowledge and beliel .,

1b:ecuted this s: day of Avw)Z , 1993.

~~David Veva ..---=

\.



•



-

.....

-

DECLARATION OF BARBARA L. WADE

1. My name is Barbara L. Wade. I am a co-founder and the

Executive Director of positive, Inc., a community-based

organization founded in 1988 to foster the rehabilitation of

local street gang leaders, members, and drug abusers by

promoting positive changes in their negative behavior.

Positive, Inc., is frequently referred to by the National League

of Citi,-;-;S-'the number one program model for cities to use when

combating the problem of organized street gangs. My residence

address is 11125 Southwest 156 Terrace, Miami, Florida 33157.

My office address is the Office of the Mayor, City of Miami,

3500 pan American Drive, Miami, Florida, 33133. I am submitting

this declaration to provide the Federal Communications

Commission my testimony concerning the contribution to community

welfare that Television station WHFT (Channel 45) made during

the period May, 1991 through December, 1991.

2. My principal connection with Channel 45 during that

period was through my work with Positive, Inc. In the early

part of 1991, I was contacted by WHFT to discuss Positive,

Inc.'s rehabilitation program, and the emerging problem of

organlaed street gangs in the Miami area. At that time, not

many toeal stations were focused on the problem of street gang

activi'Y and I was pleasantly shocked when the station reached

out to solicit my input about the problem. I spoke at length

with a station representative about Positive, Inc., and how we

could develop a show that would effectively address the Miami
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area's emerging problem with street gangs. I was impressed

during that interview with the station's thoroughness and by the

genuine concern it expressed about the issue.

3. In June of 1991, I appeared as a panelist on the

interview style pUblic affairs program "Feedback," along with

two former leaders of rival Miami street gangs. We discussed

the problem of gang violence in the Miami area, and the former

gang leaders described the consequences of gang meJlbership. The

gang leaders and I were quite impressed with the way we were

treated by the station. All of us, particularly the former gang

leaders, were made to feel welcomed and were treated with

kindness and respect. This created a relaxed ataosphere that

resulted in a very successful show. The station subsequently

aired the program several times, both locally and nationally,

and the former gang leaders were invited appear on the station

a-second time to discuss their experiences with gang life.

4. After our appearance on the station, I learned from

others in the community that quite a few kids had watched the

show, and that many of them were directly and positively

affected by what they saw on the program. In thi. regard, I was

told that the kids had learned from respected street gang

leaders that life in a street gang is not glamoro~, and that it

is often violent, dangerous and short. The kids a1.0 learned by

watching rival gang leaders work together that bitter

differences between people often can be overco.e and resolved.

-2-



After our appearance, Positive, Inc., received numerous calls

from people in the community who said they had seen or heard

about the show, including street gang members, potential gang

members, parents and even other television stations, inquiring

about the organization's rehabilitation program. positive,

Inc., also experienced an increase in the number of people who

began participating in its program after watching or hearing

about the show, and also witnessed a decrease in the level of

local street gang activity. In my opinion, the show

particularly benefitted the area's substantial Hispanic

community, since at that time approximately 85' of the area's

gang members were Hispanic. Positive, Inc., received many calls

from Hispanic viewers who praised the program and noted WHFT's

efforts to address an issue of particular concern to that

community • Shortly after our appearance on the show, the

station contacted me to determine what sort of community

response we had received from the program, and to solicit my

thoughts on how the program could have been illproved. The

station SUbsequently followed up by contacting .. from time to

time to discuss my activities with positive, Inc., and the

street gang situation generally. This, I felt, ~owed genuine

conoern for the community. I was especially i.pressed by the

fact that WHFT's interest in Positive, Inc., and the problem of

organiled street gangs was not limited to period. in which it

was coapeting in a "ratings sweep," but instead was ongoing and

in my opinion sincere.

-3-
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5. In approximately May of 1991, I began watching the

station's proqrUDDinq on a reqular basis, usually on weekend

morninqs. One proqram that I thouqht was particularly

responsive to community needs and issues was "Feedback," which

typically dealt with problems and concerns of the Miami area.

The station a180 broadcast other issue-oriented proqramminq that

I believed demonstrated its qenuine concern about the needs of

the community • The station's proqramming often promoted the

activities of local service orqanizations that were available in

the community to help people with their needs. Althouqh I do

not specifically recall the names of particular organizations

that the station helped to promote other than positive, Inc., I

do remember soae of the problems those orqanizations dealt with,

including issues like education, law enforcement, bamelessness,

and other topics of concern to the community. I felt that the

station's proqramminq durinq that time was unique because,

unlike most other local television stations, WHFT demonstrated

a real interest in what was happeninq in the co~ity. Based

on my qeneral familiarity with the station's prograaminq and my

conversations with others, it was my opinion that WRFT showed a

true concern durinq that period about local issues, and that it

successfully established for itself a niche in the community as

a resource that was available to help local orqanilations reach

out to those in need.

6. I also am aware that the station made .'forts durinq

that period to serve the community in ways other than through

-4-



its broadcast programming. Specifically, the station frequently

promoted civic events and often was identified in local

newspapers and advertisements as a sponsor of various community

projects and functions. Overall, it was my impression that the

station benefitted the Miami community during that period by

taking the initiative to address local problems and needs in a

genuinely concerned way.

-5-



of Auqust, 1993.

8'01801119 DBCLARATIQI

I, Barbara L. Wade, hereby declare under penalty of perjury

that the foregoing testimony is true and correct to the best of

my knowledge and belief.

Executed this~ day

-6-
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DBCt,NtAftOM OJ' daY •• WUJaIlQ'lOll

1. Ky naae is Mary G. Washinqton. I am "the Diract.or o:f the

Human services Department, Cit:.y of Hallandale. JIY offioe is

loca'ted at the Austin Hepburn Commnity Center, 750 NW 8th Avenue,

lIallandale, Florida, 33009. 1: reside at 700 MW 50th COurt,

Hallandale, Florida, 33009.

2. I have lived for the last 36 years in Hallandale. I am

sUbmitting this Declaration to provide. the Federal CoIImunications

c01l1llission with my testimony ooncerning the contributions to the

colDllunity's welfare made 'by WH!'T-TV, Mia.i, durinq its ~ast license

term (February 1, 1987 to Pebruary 1, 1992).

3. As noted above I am tha Director ot the Hallandale B'UJlan

Services Department. bOng' our responsibilities is to provicie

welfare and other basic aid servic.s to Hallandale residents.

Often people COWl to us s.ekinq eaerqeney aid because they have

00_ to the end or 'their financial string, bave been evicted, or

are facing a financial ori.ia. We, aeaning our social workers,

often refer people who are in need or emerqency help to the "His

R;md Extended" Ministry at channel 45's main studio. Channel 45

makes appeals on television for donations of rood, clothinq and

other iteas which are collected at the station and distributed to

the needy through the "His Hand Extan4edw llinistry at the station.

people who appear at the stucUo 1:'eceive emerqency food and

clothing. In the time before a per.on can qualify tor .tate aid,

emergency aid fr01ll proqraJU such as "His Hand Extended" are 'the

only resources that. hv.ngry and desperate people oan turn to. "Ris

- 1 -
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Band Bxt.anded" therefore responds to a real ccmaunity need and

provides a vital community .ervice, particularly in the are. in

which the studio is located.

4.. OUr dapart.aent also runs a prograa for Senior Citizens

which feeds 85 to 100 low income elderly breaJc~ast every JDOrDi.nq.

On occasion during the license term channel 45 haa p:rovicled bread

and other breakfast fo04s for our senior citizen breakfast progrilli.

!5 • Our clients and the people. we have spoken t.o about. the

"His Sand Extended" prograDl have told 11.8 that the stat.ion is very

reaponsive when people go there for aid. OUr d8pa.rbaent, and other

state depa:r:tments Which I know refer people to "Hi. Rand ExtendeCl, It

would not. do IJO it the proqraa vera not well run and doing a qoo<l

job of .erving people in the area in need. The area serveCl by the

station, in the aouth part. of the county, is an area with a larqe

n'blber of people in need. "His Hand :Extended" i. a great help to

us, in oity qovernm.ent, in helping servin<J the peeds of the

c~ity, and i. a real benefit to the COJII]Iunity.

- 2 -
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1., Mary G. Wallhinqt.on, hereby declare under penalt.y of perjury of

the l.aws of the state of Florida and the united States of America.

t.bat the forgoing' -Declaration of Jllary G. Washington," consisting"

of two (2.) pages, is true and correct to the best. of my knowledqe

and belief.
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DECLARATION OF ISAIAH S. WILLIAMS, JR.

F'.2/'E
o.

~ ':
~

1. My name is Reve~end Isaiah S. Williams, Jr. I am the

~ Senior Pastor of the Jesus People Ministries Church, !nc., located

at 3974 NW l67th Street, Miami, Florida, 33054. I reside at 3845

1-
i",

-
-
-
-
-

-
.....

,.

NW 194th Street, Miami, Florida, 33055.

2. I am an African-American. I am a\\ative Floridian, and

have lived in the Miami area all my 11£e\(42 years) _ I am

submitting this Declaration to provide the Federal Communications

CommisSion with my testimony concerning the contributions to the

community's welfare made byWHFT-TV, Miami, during its last license

term (~ebruary 1, 1987 to February 1, 1992).

3 _ I am the Pastor the one of the largest African-American

-------churches ln the Mot ami area, with over 2,076 members in the

congregation. Because we try to meet the needs of our congregation

and the community, our church has a number of outreach ministries,

inclunlng a prison minis-try I' a nursing home for the elderly. a food

and clothing ministry, and a ministry to the homeless.

4. My wife and I are host and hostess, once a month, of

npraise the Lord--South Florida. 1\ We have been hosting 'the program

continuously since 1986. Although 1 sometimes suggest guests to be

interviewed on the program, the guests are chosen by the station's

public affairs director. Guests- for the program are selected

because they have some involvement in an organization or agency

that is involved in dealing with a problem that t;he station I s

ascertainment of the community needs has revealed is,,;, proble14.

l"or example, a particuid.J. ~1.UHLc;U'l w..i.l1 di~cuss the I'!' ·:6~ o£ reho

- 1 ~
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homeless in South Florida, and we will interview a director of a

-
-
-
-

state agency providing help to the homeless, and/or members or

pastors of various ministries assisting the homeless, and/or

directors or other representatives of various other agencies or

organizations involved in dealing with the problem. On the program

I always try to accent the positive, such as the fact that th~re

are people who are personally involved in helping people with the

problem or issue under discussion a~d ~hat there are places that

you can go for help and resources available to provide that help.

5. My family and I are also regular watchers of channel 45.

-
-

My daughter, who is now 16, particularly watched a great deal of

channel 45 programming J specifically its childrenjs programming,

during the licfimfiliil bilrm. Whf:'n my nf11l0htp,r Witfi you.ng-ar she always

18::;$UI16 about right and wrong an· ~ow to handle variOUS probliimS

program stressed numbers, colors, and the alphabet, as well as
-
-

en~ed watching II the Gospel Hi 11

somew~t like "Sesame Street in that
'-\\.

.w, II an informative program

it uses a lot: af puppets. The

with other children. The program stressed positive values, like- ".
caring for others and ~haring with others, and was very, very good.

Other program segments dealt with what can best be called classroom

type teaching. My daughter watched th" program until she was 12.

My daughter also watched and enjoyed a program on Saturday entitled

"Super Book." Th:ls program was an animat~d program that. gave

illustrations about Bible teaching, stressing the moral values to

be learned from the Bible, and taught lessons on geography and

-

hi story as well. ThiS program seemingly was directed at an

- 2 -
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elementary and junior high school audience, and that was the time

during which my daughter watched the programs.

6. During the. 1icense term our whole fami ly watched IIJ<IJTL,"

a program that started with the whole family getting out of bed and

starting their day, and often followed various family members

- through the day. The program taught my daughter a great deal about

- interfami ly relationships, how to get along with others in the

family, and also introduced her to what schOOl was like and what

she would be learning in school and doing in school. This program

greatly reduced her anxiety ahout going to school. and was very

informative.

Overall channel 45's children's programming was not

......

only outstanding, but it was enjoyed by my daughter and appreciated

by my wife and I because we knew that tbe programming contained no

violence of any kind, and constantly reinforced the lessons about

behavior and values that we were and are trying to instill in our

daughte-- . Moreover, the progranuning was also informative and

-
-
-
-

educational, not only in the moral lessons and lessons about

interfamily and interpersonal relationships that were taught, hut

also in terms of helping her readiness for school and encouraging

her to do well in school.

B. Channel 45 is a real asset to the community, whatever

their religious affiliation. 1 have seen many, many people coming

to the studio and receiving food and clothing from the station's

His Hand Extended Ministry. I have hosted and watched channel 45

programs that were really trying to cater to the community and to

.. 3 -
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Som~ people

believe that channel 45 has helped them in a very direct and

the resources avai lable to cope with the problem.

enhance the communi tyl s awareness not only of the problem. but also

tangible way. One lady in my church was greatly suffering from a

terminal disease, and she called the channel 45 prayer line in

- great pain and distre lS. '1'he person on the prayer 1ine prayed wi th

.'-

-
-

-
-

her and comforted her, and she believes that her subsequent cure

was partly due to the prayer and encouragement that she received

from the prayer line. Other members of my church have told me that

programs on channel 45. Another member of our church was formerly-
they have had personal problems whit sre dramatically impacted by

touch with our Church and ministry when he was released. He did.

line prayed with him and encourayed him. He was t ld to get in

and now runs the ChurCh's prison ministry.

He

prayer

incarcerated and called the channel 45 prayer

had problems with substance abuse, and the person 0-
-
-

9. Finally, 1 think channel 45 is very important to

- minorities, such as African-Americans. People who watch channel 45

often see minorities in leadership positions, for example, like

- myself and my wife, as hosts or hostess' of a TV program. Many of

WHFT's program hosts are members of minority groups, both Hispanic-
-
-

and African-American. It is encouraging to the communi ty and helps

the minority community identify with the station when they see so

many people of color in positions of leadership.

I

l \i."
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SUPPORTING DECLARATION

I, Rev. Isaiah S. Williams, Jr., hereby declare under penalty of

perjury of the laws of the State of Florida and the United States

of America that the forgoing "Declaration of Isaiah S. Williams,

Jr.,11 consisting of four (4) pages, is true and correct to the best

jf my knowledge and belief.

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

•
-

Exe.cuted this ~/i,--~_ dayOf~' 1993.

By:~~~~~~~~~~~..........,
Rev. Isaiah S. Willi Jr.
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